
December 17-23: THE 'O ANTIPHONS' 

The last days of Advent are set aside to reflect on the meaning of the first Christmas, namely, on the 
salvation Christ’s birth brings to his time, to our time, to all time. The Gospel antiphons for these days at 
Mass and at Evening Prayer have come to be known as the "O Antiphons." During this final week we 
mark each day by singing an O-Antiphon, one each day, perhaps in our prayer at night. (We know them 
as the verses of the ancient hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.") They name the Christ who comes 
into our world to set us free. 
 
December 17   

"O Wisdom, O Holy word of God, you govern all creation with your strong yet tender 
care. Come and show your people the way to salvation."  

December 18 

 "O Sacred Lord of ancient Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in the burning bush, 
who gave him the holy law on Sinai mountain: Come, stretch out your mighty hand to set us free."  

December 19 
 
"O Flower of Jesse's Stem, you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples: kings stand silent in your 
presence; the nations bow down in worship before you."  

  

December 20 
 
"O Key of David, O Royal Power of Israel controlling at your will the gate of heaven: Come break down 
the prison walls of death for those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death."  
 
 
December 21 
 
"O Radiant Dawn, Splendor of Eternal Light, Sun of Justice: Shine on those lost in the darkness of 
death."  
 
 
December 22 
 
"O King of the Nations, the Only Joy of Every Human Heart: O Keystone of the Mighty Arch of 
Humankind, come and save the creature you fashioned from the dust."  
 
 
December 23 
 
 "O Emmanuel, King and Law giver, Desire of the Nations, Savior of All People, come and set us free, 
Lord our God." 

 

 


